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Aubrey needs to write this... it will include some of 
what’s below.

Last winter, we decided that it was time to expand 
from 12 issues in a calendar year to 16, and we had 
enough advertiser support to make it possible to 
cover the wonderful winter stories that previously 
were not being told!

In 2021, for our 10th anniversary, in addition to 
our 16 newspaper print issues, we plan to expand 
further: we are creating a glossy-paged magazine 
with some of your favorite stories from our nine 
previous years and a some new stories for 2021.

A lifestyle magazine aimed at residents and visitors 
alike. Our readers are values-driven people who 
look for high-quality goods, services, and ad-
ventures. We celebrate the unique people, places, 
and events of Benzie County and the Betsie River 
watershed.

“Put your brand on the map with more than 250 
other businesses promoting...”

“Inside scoop on the best places to stay, dine, and 
shop; the most exciting activities and attractions; 
and the little extras that make this such a unique 
and memorable destination.”
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Letter from the Editors

Sincerely,
Aubrey Ann Parker & Jordan Bates



Our Success & Future

Community support from readers and advertisers has allowed us to grow: from 39,000 copies distribut-
ed in 2014 to 60,000 in 2020. 

Not only are more of you reading our pages, but there are more pages to read: 104 pages in 2014 and 168 
in 2020. 

Glossy magazine + 16 issues planned for 2021: stories for all seasons of Benzie County. 

BY THE NUMBERS

Circulation: 20,000 copies (this might change) from spring through fall.

Delivered strategically to 250+ high-traffic restaurants, coffee shops, libraries, retailers, grocers, hotels, 
farm stands, salons, office waiting rooms, and institutions throughout Benzie County and bordering 
towns.

Audience: A lifestyle aimed at residents and visitors alike, our readers are value-driven people who enjoy 
an in-depth story.
 

OTHER STUFF

10 years in the publishing industry
Family-owned
Engaging local content

(THIS STUFF ABOVE COULD BE IN INFOGRAPHIC FORM, INSTEAD OF TEXT: PROBABLY 
WILL LOOK BETTER LIKE THAT, SINCE BIG LETTER FROM THE EDITOR ON PREVIOUS 
PAGE. ALSO, FEEL FREE TO CUT ANY OF THIS THAT YOU DON’T THINK IS GOOD. )
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Showcase for Michigan Artists Turns 70

The organization that was founded as 
“Crystal Lake Artists’ Colony” in 1948 is still 
thriving 70 years later as the Elizabeth Lane 
Oliver Center for the Arts, or the Oliver Art 
Center (OAC) for short. Then, as now, the 
vision of providing an ongoing opportunity 
for Michigan artists to exhibit and sell their 
art is central to the mission of the art center. 
The fact that OAC was recently recognized 
with third place in the Traverse Magazine 
Reader’s Choice for “Red Hot Best” art gallery 
in a multi-county region is a clear indication 
that this venerable Frankfort institution is 
only improving with age.

“The Oliver Art Center has been the 

Ever-evolving art

Please see OAC on page 2A scene from “Mad Men” or the original Crystal Lake Arts Colony, housed in a stable on Sutter 
Road, out near Crystal Downs Country Club? Photo courtesy of the Oliver Art Center.

By Aubrey Ann Parker

By Andy Bolander

Current Editor

Current Contributor

Rocks Landing

Voices from the Past

Steve Tebo was born in the Upper Peninsula, 
but he grew up in Marinette, Wisconsin. He gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in marketing 
in 1988, spent a year volunteering abroad in Saint 
Lucia in the southern Caribbean (he had consid-
ered the Peace Corps, but that was a two-year com-
mitment), and then he moved to Chicago, where 
he spent the next 17 years in corporate advertising. 

“I had a solid—if unremarkable—career in 
advertising to engineers,” Tebo says. “It was more 
‘Dilbert’ than ‘Mad Men,’ like people think of. My 
last job in that world was in fiberoptics, back in 
2005.” 

But, more than a decade later, it all seems so 
ridiculous now to Tebo, who honestly doubts 
that he could still properly tie a tie. During our 
interview, Tebo is wearing a T-shirt and jeans; not 

Last month, a dangerous remnant of 
Michigan’s lumbering history made itself 
known on the western shore of Duck Lake in 
the North Campground at Interlochen State 
Park, just outside of Benzie County, about 
seven miles (as the crow flies) from where the 
Betsie River gets its start out of Green Lake. 
An old, rusty saw blade became exposed near 
the historic site of Wylie Lumber Mill, with 
park rangers stating that high water levels 
must have forced the blade out of the ground.

In obvious and not-so-obvious ways, the 
effects of the hardwood logging era are still 
visible in our environment today. The random 
reappearance of blades like that of the Wylie 

New restaurant on the shore of Crystal Lake

Oral history from the hardwood logging era

Please see Rocks on page 7

Please see SUP on page 6Stand Up Paddleboarding (SUP) has been popular for more than 100 years in Benzie County. 
Photo courtesy of the Benzie Area Historical Museum.

Kristin and Steve Tebo on the deck of Rocks Landing, their new restaurant at Chimney Corners 
Resort on the northwest shore of Crystal Lake. Photo by Aubrey Ann Parker.

center of arts education in Benzie County 
for 70 years,” says Mercedes Michalowski, 
executive director of OAC. “It is because of 
the community that we have been able to grow 
and thrive for so many years. We are looking 
forward to the next 70 years of being able to 
serve the community.” 

Colorful History
The Elizabeth Lane Oliver Center for the 

Arts, now celebrating its 70th year as a cul-
tural cornerstone of Benzie County, has a long 
and storied history in the region. Founded 
in 1948 as the Crystal Lake Arts Colony, the 
original art center was housed in a stable on 
Sutter Road, out near Crystal Downs Country 

coincidentally, that is the uniform for the front-
of-the-house staff at his new restaurant, Rocks 
Landing, in the former beachside dining room at 
Chimney Corners Resort on the northwest shore 
of Crystal Lake. 

“Because that’s what I intend to wear,” he says.
This self-disclosure sums up Tebo well—his 

expectations of others are never more than those 
that he sets for himself. And, more than that, he 
wants everyone in his restaurant to be happy, staff 
included.

“I love food. I love eating out. One of the happi-
est places for me is in a restaurant,” Tebo says. “So 
I tried to start this thing off with a good staff that 
is happy, and that will be infectious for the guests.”

Three-Way Ownership
This is not Tebo’s first rodeo—he has previ-

ously served as owner of a restaurant for five years, 

Lumber Mill may not be commonplace, but 
walk through any Benzie County woods, 
and you can see the logging industry’s long-
standing effects—the greatest impact was the 
removal of the hardwood forests that covered 
most of Benzie County, in addition to the fires 
that resulted from the logging practices of the 
time. (Wildfires, some of which burned so hot 
that they killed most of the organic matter/
humus in the topsoil, making it infertile.)

Types of Woods
Today, there are zero examples of virgin 

forest in Benzie County, since all of the trees 
that were here before 1850 have been felled. 

By Greta Bolger
Current Contributor
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James Mitchell Ashley: Statue-Worthy?

Benzie County needs a statue of James 
Mitchell Ashley.  

Though most widely known for his work 
as an Ohio Congressman and as an abolition-
ist during the Civil War, in addition to spend-
ing a short time as the post-war territorial 
governor of Montana, it is Ashley’s extraordi-
nary efforts to connect Benzie County to the 
Ann Arbor Railroad that make him befitting 
of a Benzie County statue. 

The railroad’s impact on our county was 
significant, and many aspects of Benzie 
County that we enjoy today—more than 100 
years later—are the results of Ashley’s vision 
for the Ann Arbor Railroad. 

Historical perspective of the lasting impact of railroads on Benzie County

Please see Statue on page 10The Ann Arbor No.1 in Elberta before the first trip across Lake Michigan to 
Kewaunee, Wisconsin. Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society.

For instance, the 
railroad advertised 
our area as a vaca-
tion hotspot; built 
the 250-room Royal 
Frontenac  Hote l , 
which was located 
right on the beach 
in Frankfort; facili-
tated the growth of 
local agriculture and 
the fruit-processing 
industry; and con-
nected Benzie County 
to the outside world. 
Moreover, the villages 
of Thompsonville and 
Beulah were created 
by the railroads. Fur-
thermore, tourism 

By Susan Koenig
Current Contributor

Birch & Maple

Fried chicken and waffles, Monte Cristo 
French toast, short-ribs eggs benedict—
Frankfort’s new restaurant is offering up 
something different, something modern, 
something to break the mold. With a fun take 
on breakfast, sure, you can still find the old 
stand-bys, but there is also room for some-
thing a little more eclectic, too.

Natalie Niederhofer (31) and Nick Craw-
ford (33) are the co-owners of Birch & Maple, 
a new restaurant in downtown Frankfort 
(previously the Bayview Grille, and before 
that, Cecilia’s By The Bay). 

Just like their menu items are shaking up 
the traditional, so are their job titles: in a re-
freshing departure from the male-dominated 

New culinary option in Frankfort

Please see Birch on page 8
Nick Crawford and Natalie Niederhofer spent the winter renovating 
the Bayview Grille into Birch & Maple, a tasty new restaurant in 
downtown Frankfort. Photo by Aubrey Ann Parker.

is arguably the most important industry in 
Benzie County today, with hundreds of thou-
sands of visitors each year, according to the 
Benzie County Visitor’s Bureau, and tourism 
started here because of the railroad. 

Preacher’s Son, Journalist, Congressman
Ashley was born in 1824 in the Ohio 

River valley in southeastern Pennsylvania. 
His father was a preacher who evangelized 
as far south as Kentucky and West Virginia, 
and Ashley grew up with a value system that 
considered slavery a violation of Christian 
principles. Although his father wanted him 
to attend seminary and to continue the fam-
ily tradition of becoming a Baptist minister, 

world of chefs, Nieder-
hofer runs the kitchen, 
while Crawford runs 
the front-of-the-house 
operations. 

“Great service and 
ambiance shouldn’t 
be limited to fine din-
ing,” Crawford says. “It 
shouldn’t matter what 
time of day it is. We’re 
trying to bring that ‘fine 
dining’ experience to 
breakfast and lunch, 
too.”

Background
Crawford is origi-

nally from Dayton Ohio, 
and has a background 
in sales. Hoping to “get 

By Andy Bolander
Current Contributor

Aubrey Ann Parker
Current Editor

Huh?

Did you know that more than half of the 
people with hearing loss are younger than age 
65? Or that 15 percent of children between 
the ages of six and 19 have some degree of 
deficient auditory function? In truth, hear-
ing loss is the third most common health 
problem (after heart disease and arthritis) in 
the United States. 

There are four degrees of hearing loss—
profound, severe, moderate, and mild—and 
people of any age can be afflicted. Causes 
range from pre-natal conditions to aging, with 

What? Say that again, please?

Please see Huh? on page 9

Celebrate The Fourth
FRANKFORT EVENTS
Carnival Opens at 10am (open July 4-8) – Open Space Park
Parade begins at 10am - Main Street & Forest Avenue 
Art in the Park  begins at 10am – Mineral Springs Park
Sand Castle Sculpture Contest at 12pm – Frankfort Beach
FIREWORKS at dusk (about 10:30pm) – Frankfort Beach
 
BEULAH EVENTS
Pancake Breakfast Buffet from 8-11am – Hungry Tummy Restaurant
Firecracker 5k Run at 8am – Beulah Pavillion
1-Mile Family Walk/Run (free!) at  9am – Beulah Pavillion
Kids Games & Face-Painting from 10:30am-12pm – Beulah Park
Food Concessions, sponsored by the Boy Scouts at 12pm – Beulah Park
Parade begins at 1:30pm – S. Benzie Boulevard
Kids Greased Pole Climb at 2:30pm – Beulah Park
Coin Hunt at 3:30pm – Beulah Park
Rubber Duck Race (duck rental available) at 4:30pm – Beulah Park
FIREWORKS at dusk (about 10:30pm) – Beulah Beach 
(Alternate rain date: July 5th)

a myriad of determinants in between, such 
as: combat disabilities (explosions, gunfire); 
meningitis or other infections; head and/or 
ear injuries; or even everyday noise, includ-
ing lawnmowers and loud music. (Seriously, 
you might want to think about turning down 
those speakers!)  

With limited hearing, children have a 
very difficult time with speech development, 
and adults can gradually lose their fluency 
of speech if they cannot hear themselves or 
others.

Fortunately for us, we have an expert 
player in the auditory game right here in 
Benzie County. Jeanne Strathman is a candid 

away” from where everyone else that he knew 
was going after high school—cough, cough, 
Ohio State University, cough cough—Craw-
ford instead opted for Eastern Michigan 
University, which was offering in-state tuition 
to kids like him from Dayton. He received an 
undergradudate degree in business, which got 
him a job selling electrical supplies to contrac-
tors at the age of 23. 

“It was great money,” Crawford reflects. 
“But I hated it.” 

Meanwhile, Niederhofer is originally. 
from the Rochester area downstate. Her father 
grew up here in Frankfort—his family moved 
here from Chicago when he was 10 years old. 
Years later, he wanted to share the area with 
his family, and so Niederhofer spent her sum-

Volume VII, Issue 4 July www.BetsieCurrent.com    FREE!

Something Different

Back in the woodsy shadow of the Sleep-
ing Bear Dunes sits a large, newly painted 
and refurbished caboose, replete with a bed, 
a flat-screen television, Wi-Fi, a microwave, 
and a small fridge, even air conditioning and 
heat. Outside awaits a gas grill, a picnic table, 
and a firepit. 

How did a caboose wind up in the woods 
across the road from Little Glen Lake? It all 
began when owner Bill Stege finished building 
his house on the property and was looking 
for a new project—a project that took him 
six years.

“I wanted another project, this time 
for my grandchildren,” he explains. So he 

Stay in a caboose by the dunes

Please see Caboose on page 11
Rent this caboose for a two-night stay for two people in the woods near 
Sleeping Bear Dunes. Photo courtesy of Leelanau Vacation Rentals.

looked around for 
ideas. “I found an 
ambulance that was 
shot, so I thought: 
‘I’ll put that out in the 
woods, so they can 
climb around on it. 
The kids can run the 
siren, it has two cots, 
and they can sleep 
there.’”

That did not go 
over well with his 
wife, Cherrie.

“ P e o p l e  d i e d 
on those cots,” she 
pointed out. “You’re 
not going to have our 
grandchildren sleep 
on them.”

Iron Fish Distillery Set To Expand

Summer Soccer Camp in Benzie

As an old friend was fond of saying: 
“Talk is cheap, but it takes money to buy 
whiskey.”

It also takes money—and time—to 
make whiskey. Which is one of the 
reasons that Iron Fish Distillery in 
Thompsonville is significantly expand-
ing its storage capabilities with a new 
4,500-square-foot “rickhouse,” which 
will enable them to produce aged spirits 
well into the future.

Since Iron Fish Distillery opened its 
doors in the fall of 2016, it has become 
a popular destination in the region. The 
venture began, at least theoretically, 
in the spring of 2014, when Sarah An-

Back in the late 1990s, soccer was still a 
fledgling sport here in Benzie County. The 
Benzie Area Youth Soccer program had 
begun in 1993, morphing into the Benzie 
County 4-H Soccer program (which is still 
going strong today) by 1995; this covered kids 
in grades kindergarten through 8th grades 
in Benzonia and Lake Ann who attended 
Benzie, Frankfort, Glen Lake, and Traverse 
City schools, evena few homeschooled kids. 

At Benzie Central, the school board 
approved a boys varsity team (and a co-ed 
junior high team) for the fall of 1997, fol-
lowed by a girls varsity team for the spring of 
2000. (Until that point, the girls had played 

Promising spirited fun for years to come

Still going strong after more than 20 years

Please see Big Fish on page 2

Please see Futbol on page 10

After less than two years in business, Iron Fish Distillery is expanding. A new 4,500-square-foot 
rickhouse will contain all barrels, bottling, and dry storage, plus a new kitchen. From left: Heidi 
Bolger, David Wallce, distiller Dan Krolczyk, Sarah and Richard Anderson. Photo by Jacob Wheeler.

High school soccer players serve as “camp counselors,” teaching 
the younger generation of Benzie soccer players. Photo by Aubrey 
Ann Parker

So, a couple of years later, he found a boat 
with a motor that was ruined. 

“I thought I could just dig a hole and put 
the boat in it,” Stege continues. “It had bunks 
and a kitchen.” 

But she did not like that idea, either.
Stege kept thinking. 
“Somewhere, I got the idea about a ca-

boose,” he remembers. “I think I saw it on the 
internet or something. I said, ‘What about a 
caboose?’ And she said, ‘Oh, that would be 
okay.”’

“It’s huge! I hate it.”
The caboose that Stege saw online was 

DT&I No.107, and it was located in Mus-

By Linda Alice Dewey
Current Contributor

By Greta Bolger

By Aubrey Ann Parker

Current Contributor

Current Editor

derson sent her husband, Richard, on 
a 60th birthday trip to Scotland with 
her brothers-in-law, David Wallace and 
Craig Maxwell. They were touring sev-
eral 300-year-old, farm-based distilleries 
on the island of Islay—famous for its 
“whiskey tourism”—when the taste of 
smokey peat infected the men with a 
novel idea: why not build a spirits dis-
tillery on the 119-acre farm that Wallace 
and his wife, Heidi Bolger, had recently 
acquired on the Benzie-Manistee county 
line, near Thompsonville? 

The idea stuck, and now, four years 
after the Scotland trip and nearly two 
years after opening their doors, Iron Fish 

on the boys team, 
so it was techni-
cally a co-ed team, 
despite that they 
played mostly oth-
er all-boys teams.) 

Full disclosure: 
I was actually on 
that very first girls 
varsity team, back 
when I was a fresh-
man in high school 
at Benzie Central, 
and I played on the 
all-girls club team 
the year before, as 
an 8th grader. Back 
then, there was no 
funding for the club 

team: borrowed jerseys from another club, 
no fields at the high school (we had to get 
rides down to the fields behind Watson auto 
dealership, sometimes en-masse in the back 
of a pick-up truck, but shhhh, do not tell our 
parents!), no buses to the games, no payment 
for our all-volunteer team of coaches. And it 
was a team—there were six local guys who 
were making it happen: Jack Gyr, Ingemar 
Johansson, Scott Kubit, Dennis Pace (whom 
we have written about twice before in these 
pages; check out those articles in our online 
archives), Kerry Ruble, and Hans Voss.

Voss also was instrumental in the be-
ginnings of a soccer camp for youngsters 
in the area: in 1996, he asked his friend, 
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Schtickers and Schwag

As soon as Suzie Viswat and Sarah Dilley 
are asked what makes Up North living so spe-
cial, they share an almost childlike smile and 
simultaneously respond: “Lake Michigan.”

The two women began as strangers, grow-
ing up in two different parts of Michigan. 
Dilley’s first home resided on the shores of 
Sleeping Bear Bay in Glen Haven, her child-
hood filled with memories of searching for 
Petoskey stones with her grandfather during 
the calm of morning. She attended Glen Lake 
Community Schools, surrounded by people 
she had known her entire life.

“I wanted to escape,” Dilley admits. “I went 
to Michigan State University for school, and 

Petoskey stone inspires Sleeping Bear Rocks clothing line

Please see Rocks on page 7
Suzie Viswat (left) and Sarah Dilley (right) show off their new branded 
T-shirts. Photo courtesy of the Glen Arbor Sun.

I thought there was no 
way I wanted to live here, 
it’s so small.” 

This was short-lived; 
the older that Dilley be-
came, the more that she 
grew to appreciate the 
natural beauty of the 
area, eventually pulling 
her back.

In contrast, Viswat 
was raised in Detroit’s 
urban setting, before her 
parents bought a house 
Up North in 1967. 

“Growing up in the 
city was great,” Viswat 
remembers. “There were 
a lot of advantages to 
living in a big city, but 

Keeping History Visible in Lake Ann

Living the Dream

She recognized his voice behind her in a 
crowd at the Cherry Festival in Traverse City 
in 1991, decades after she had last worked the 
town switchboard. And, as it turned out, he 
now owned that switchboard!

Medford Sattler’s father had owned the 
Oviatt Telephone Company, serving Almira 
Township and Lake Ann, and the switchboard 
had served the 59 area telephones that were 
in service (at $1.25 per month) before the 
change to dial phones in 1953. Sattler agreed 
to give the switchboard to Vera Carmien, on 
condition that she never sell it. So Carmien 
drove all the way to Sattler’s home in New 
Hampshire to bring the switchboard back to 
Lake Ann, and it is now exhibited, alongside 
the old post office service window, at the 

In 1984, David Francis Stapleton took 
his first golf swing ever at Crystal Lake Golf 
Course. He was 10 years old. Stapleton was 
attending a junior golf event with one of his 
brothers and their father. His love of golf—
and of Crystal Lake Golf Course—began 
that day.

Now, decades later, Crystal Lake Golf re-
mains Stapleton’s favorite course—so much 
so that, recently, after almost 20 years of 
corporate ladder-climbing and more than one 
stress-related health scare, Stapleton, now 44, 
finds himself managing his favorite course.

“It’s a dream come true,” says Stapleton, 
who began the job of general manager over 

Almira Township’s well-organized museum collection

David Stapleton managing Crystal Lake Golf

Please see History on page 9

Please see Stapes on page 6
David Stapleton is the new general manager of Crystal Lake Golf, 160 
acres of sprawling fairways overlooking Crystal Lake. Photo by Aubrey 
Ann Parker.

[Northern Michigan] is where my heart is. 
The people are kind, and look where we live—
you couldn’t ask for a more beautiful place to 
live! Every season has its incredible beauty.”

This shared admiration for the beauty of 
the area convinced these two women to make 
Northern Michigan their permanent home, 
way before they knew each other. 

“I wanted to allow my kids to grow up in 
a place where you can maintain that naivety 
about the rest of the world,” Dilley says about 
her choice to come back to her hometown. 
“Once that’s gone, it’s gone. I wanted them to 
grow up believing that people are inherently 
good and kind and helpful.”

Viswat fell in love with the idea of peace-
fulness after growing up in the city. 

By Olivia Jones
Current Contributor

By Beau Vallance

By Jenn Ryan

Current Contributor

Current Contributors

Almira Township His-
torical Museum.

C ar m i e n  i s  t h e 
founder and board 
president of the mu-
seum, and she takes 
seriously this role of 
preserving the local his-
tory. Her own history is 
part of it: Carmien had 
served as Lake Ann’s 
switchboard operator 
and also its postmaster 
back in the day, doing 
both jobs inside her 
father’s store (now the 
Lake Ann Grocery, or 
“John & Sandy’s,” to 
some). Her father, Max 
Goin, owned the store 
from the 1930s until it 

Memorial Day week-
end. Not only that: 
he is working on a 
deal toward owner-
ship. Although that 
prospect may seem 
daunting to some, it 
is a welcome change 
of pace for Stapleton, 
who has been on a 
de-stress journey this 
past year.

The Return Home
As a life-long ath-

lete and competitor, 
Stapleton has long 
found respite and 
challenge in the game 

of golf. Whether as an avenue for sport/fit-
ness, business negotiations, or as a mental 
“break” from the grind of the workday, golf 
has been an important part of his life since 
that very first day, back in 1984.

Stapleton’s family had moved to Benzie 
County just four years earlier, in May of 1980. 
He is the youngest of six children, all having 
graduated from Benzie Central High School. 
Stapleton actually had a summer job at the 
golf course during high school, from 1988 
to 1991. After graduation in 1992, Stapleton 
went to Hope College for academics and ath-
letics. He played football for the Flying Dutch, 
until a back injury that required surgery led 
him to transfer to Central Michigan Uni-
versity, where he earned a business degree.

closed in 1976, when a new post office was 
built. The switchboard and post office had 
shared space with groceries, toiletries, and 
other essentials, and her family had lived in 
the back of the store.

“I feel that Lake Ann is as important as any 
village in Benzie County, and we have many 
artifacts that relate specifically to Lake Ann 
that we thought were worth displaying,” Car-
mien says. “So we created our own historical 
society and museum for people to visit and 
learn about our area.”

Local History
The museum was built in 2003, and it has 

an “Old West” false façade, easy to spot on 
Maple Street, about two blocks west of the 
store. Six historic structures share the three-

The Almira Township Historical Museum shares its three-acre 
complex with six historic structures. Photo by Beau Vallance.

Our Other Publication The Betsie Current is a free tabloid, published 16 times in a calen-
dar year and distributed throughout Benzie County and neighbor-
ing communities. If interested in advertising in any of these issues, 
email ads@BetsieCurrent.com for publication dates and ad rates.

I AM THINKING THIS COULD BE SQUEEZED ONTO 
THE ADVERTISING DETAILS PAGE, maybe, or else 
somewhere else?

Walking in the PastWalking in the Past
A Vintage SoulA Vintage Soul

By Susan KoenigBy Susan Koenig

Benzie County is 
always filled with 

surprises. Up the dirt end 
of Fewins Road, over a 
small bridge, and nestled 
among 50 acres of wood-
land seems an unlikely 
place to find a barn full 
of shoes. More than 
5,000 pairs of shoes.
From the 120-pound 
Great Pyrenees who 
greets you at the door to 
the aisles upon aisles of 
shoeboxes waiting just 
inside, nothing about 
visiting “a Vintage Sole” 
is your run-of-the-mill 

shopping experience.
Entering the barn is a 
“wow” moment. There 
are roughly 3,500 shoes 
for women (all sizes), 
1,500 to 2,000 pairs for 
children, and the rest 
are men’s shoes or boots. 
None of these shoes have 
ever been worn — most 
have never even been 
tried on —  and the con-
dition of each pair varies 
from perfect to nearly 
perfect. A visit to the 
barn is a historical trip to 
another era.
The owners of “a Vintage 
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FULL COLOR AD SIZES SPECIFICATIONS

PROFESSIONAL AD DESIGN

Please Supply: Acrobat PDF (high-res), 
InDesign, Illustrator, or Photoshop files. 
We can accept PDF and TIFF files, also. 

We do not accept Publisher files. Artwork 
must be 300dpi. All colors must be set up 
in CMYK. 

Need a professionally built advertisement? In a partnership with Bayside 
Printing in Frankfort, we can offer a high-quality design with great customer 
service at a great price. Need more information? Send us an email, or call 
Bayside Printing and tell them we sent you. 

The Betsie Current • P.O. Box 90 • Frankfort, Michigan 49635
Phone: 231-649-3988 • ads@betsiecurrent.com

Advertising Details


